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A b o u t
GoFarm Hawaiʻi

GoFarm Hawaiʻi is a University of Hawaiʻi College of
Tropical Agriculture and Human Resources (CTAHR)

Extension program, with statewide business advisory
services and farmer training locations on Kauaʻi,

Oʻahu, Maui and Hawaiʻi Island.
 

www.gofarmhawaii.org
info@gofarmhawaii.org
IG: @gofarmhawaii
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GoFarm Hawaiʻi
M i s s i o n

GoFarm Hawaiʻi's mission is to enhance Hawaiʻi’s food
security and economy by increasing the number of
sustainable, local agricultural producers. We do

this by offering those with an interest in
agriculture a combination of knowledge, experience,

and support to reach their full potential.





County of Hawaiʻi Dept. of Research
and Development Innovation Grant

$1,000,000 from American
AgCredit/CoBank for graduate grants

Hawaiʻi Dept. of Agriculture

Kamehameha Schools

Program Support
GoFarm Hawai ʻi secured the following

grant support in 2022:
 

County of Maui Office of Economic
Development

 American AgCredit/CoBank

Additional private donations from
local orgs, graduates, & supporters

USDA NIFA Alaska Native-Serving and
Native Hawaiian-Serving Institutions
Education Competitive Grants Program  

USDA Rural Development
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Program Highlights 2022



Program Highlights in 2022:Program Highlights in 2022:  

participated in
GFH Beginning
Farmer Training

Courses (AgXposure
on) for the year

217
Students

28
Farmers

in the
AgIncubator  

program

started or
expanded by

2022 graduates

52
Farms



Additional Program Highlights in 2022:Additional Program Highlights in 2022:  

4 x $25K
Graduate

Grants

 Four graduates awarded
$25K to scale their farm

businesses in Year 1 of the
American AgCredit/CoBank
matching grant program 

New
Orchard
Program

Piloted a 10 week
Orchard Course on Oʻahu

GoFish
Hawaiʻi
Cohort 2

In collaboration with
CTAHR SOAP and UH Sea

Grant

AgTechnician
Program

Cohort 5
Cohort 6

Graduated at the
Waiawa Correctional

Facility

Value
Added

Product

Graduates created value-
added products including
cookies, salve, dried

fruit, tea, hot sauce, &
beer

100+
Alumni and

Collaborators

Attended a GFH Alumni
event at the Hawaiʻi Ag

Conference



Plans forPlans for
20232023



The GoFarm Hawai ʻi team is continually
working on new ways to support farmers 

Invest in shared-use
equipment and

facilities to improve
infrastructure

Offer an orchard
course on Hawaiʻi
Island starting

Fall 2023

 Continue work to
support the development
of land pathways for

graduates

Plans for 2023:



Work with CTAHR
Extension to support

immigrant farmers with
business and production

education 

Relocate our Maui
training site to
add AgIncubator

space

 Strengthen the
network at each

site and throughout
the program

Increase marketing
support to graduates
through education,

support, and collateral
development

The GoFarm Hawai ʻi team is continually
working on new ways to support farmers Plans for 2023:



Participant FeedbackParticipant Feedback

I  am very  g ra te fu l  tha t  the  program ex is ts
as  i t  p rov ides  an a f fo rdab le ,  hands-on
oppor tun i ty  to  learn  and unders tand what
i t  means to  fa rm loca l l y  in  Hawa i ’ i .  

GoFarm is  a  l i f e  chang ing program fo r
those ser ious ly  in te res ted  in  g row ing
food and deve lop ing a  bus iness.  I  went
in to  the  p rogram fee l ing  overwhe lmed a t
my venture  to  fa rm,  and le f t  fee l ing
con f ident  and w i th  a  HIKI  NO a t t i tude.

GoFarm is  a  g rea t  pa thway to  exp lo re
smal l -sca le  fa rming w i th  min ima l  r i sk  w i th
progress ive  s teps  a l low ing you to  dec ide
how fa r  you want  to  go  w i th  i t .



Participant FeedbackParticipant Feedback

Cannot  recommend i t  enough!  I t  was an
abso lu te ly  fan tas t i c  p rogram and the  bes t
par t  i s  the  insp i ra t ion  to  cont inue no t  on ly
fa rming and produc ing but  learn ing as  we l l .  

I t  has  bo ls te red me w i th  more  con f idence
to  keep mov ing fo rward .  

Exce l len t  overa l l  espec ia l l y  the  mix  o f  hands-on
product ion  exper ience and lec ture  t ime spent
on f inanc ia l  and bus iness cons idera t ions.  The
oppor tun i ty  to  v is i t  so  many loca l  fa rms and ask
the fa rmers  ques t ions  was so  va luab le .  



Quotes &
Testimonial



The GoFarm Hawa i ʻ i  p rogram demyst i f i ed
fa rming fo r  me.  The AgXce l  Program educated
me f rom day one w i th  key ,  foundat iona l  sk i l l s
and knowledge necessary  to  be  a  success fu l
fa rmer  in  Hawa i ʻ i .  I  g raduated f rom th is
program fee l ing  empowered,  w i th  a  very  c lear
pa th  and purpose in  f ron t  o f  me.  

A  year  la te r ,  I  am leas ing 24+ acres  o f  ag  land
where  I  am ac t i ve ly  pu t t ing  my GoFarm
bus iness p lan in to  p lay .  The cont inued suppor t
f rom GoFarm Hawa i ʻ i  a l l ows me to  make
miss ion c r i t i ca l  dec is ions more  con f ident ly .  

The ACC Match ing Grant  o f fe red  by  GoFarm is
an unrea l  oppor tun i ty  fo r  a lumni .  As  one o f  the
2022 grant  rec ip ien ts ,  the  fund ing has proven
to  be  v i ta l  fo r  our  fa rms '  g rowth.  Th is  f inanc ia l
suppor t  removed mass ive  bar r ie rs  re la ted  to
s ta r t -up in f ras t ruc ture ,  enab l ing  my fa rm to
sca le  up in  a  way tha t  ensures  our  p ro f i tab i l i t y
and sus ta inab i l i t y  fo r  years  to  come.

-Sa l l y  R izzo,  O ld  Ko loa  Regenera t i ve  Farm



The GoFarm Hawa i ʻ i  beg inn ing fa rmer  t ra in ing
program was ins t rumenta l  in  he lp ing  me
become a  success fu l  fa rm bus iness owner .  The
hands-on t ra in ing  and bus iness mentorsh ip
prov ided gave me the  knowledge and sk i l l s  I
needed to  s ta r t  and grow our  now 35-acre
organ ic  fa rm (Hawa i ʻ i  Banana Source)  and food
de l i ve ry  bus iness (Farm L ink  Hawa i ʻ i ) .  

The Amer ican AgCred i t  match ing grant  we
rece ived was c r i t i ca l  fo r  us  to  f in ish  the
expans ion o f  our  banana wash-pack shed to
hand le  inc reased produc t ion  vo lumes in  a  food-
sa fe  manner  and increase our  e f f i c iency  to
improve  our  marg ins .  I  am fo rever  g ra te fu l  fo r
the  suppor t  and resources  GoFarm Hawa i ʻ i
p rov ided me dur ing  my journey as  a  beg inn ing
fa rmer .

-Rob Bar reca,  Farm L ink  Hawa i ʻ i /Hawa i ʻ i  Banana Source



The ne twork ing and connec t ions  tha t  come f rom
be ing a  GoFarmer  a re  except iona l  and exponent ia l .
Ongo ing suppor t ,  resources,  cont inued learn ing,
be long ing to  a  g rea te r  movement  p romot ing
sus ta inab le  loca l  agr icu l tu re  and regenera t i ve
prac t i ces ,  and camarader ie  a re  a l l  con t inuous and
serend ip i tous  bene f i t s .  

The suppor t  o f  the  GoFarm team has been
phenomena l ,  espec ia l l y  in  the  b rand ing and
launch ing o f  our  Va lue Added Products .  Perhaps the
b igges t  honor  (and boos t )  came f rom be ing awarded
the Amer ican Ag Cred i t /GoFarm Match ing Grant  th is
pas t  fa l l .  

Our  p ro jec t  tha t  rece ived fund ing was to  bu i ld  the
in f ras t ruc ture  necessary  to  move f rom the GoFarm
AgIncubator  p lo t  to  our  p roper ty .  We fee l  b lessed to
have th is  oppor tun i ty  to  cont inue to  sca le  up in to  our
even la rger  space w i th  end less  poss ib i l i t i es .

-Dan and Leanne Maha lak ,  Ka iw ik i  Food Fores t



Supporters & PartnersSupporters & Partners

GoFarm Hawaiʻi's work is supported by the USDA National Institute of Food and Agriculture; the USDA Rural Development; the State of
Hawaiʻi Department of Agriculture; American AgCredit and CoBank; and Kamehameha Schools.


